
Of Mice and Men: Chapter 5 {Pages 84-98}     Name: _________________________________________ 
STUFF TO WATCH FOR (ON POST-ITS WHILE YOU READ, IF YOU’RE SMART) 

 The contrast between Slim and Curley 
 The depiction of the barn 
 The characterization of Curley’s wife – and her dreams 
 What happens to Curley’s wife – and its aftermath 
 The empathy or lack of empathy that the characters show to one another 

and why 
 Literary devices at work: mood/tone, foreshadowing, imagery, symbolism, 

direct and indirect characterization 
 The symbolism of: puppies, violence 

BE READY TO DISCUSS (IN CLASS) – AND POINT TO EVIDENCE: 
 Do you feel more or less sympathetic toward Curley’s wife after hearing 

about her past? 
 Why do Lennie’s actions ruin the plan for the dream farm? 
 Where do you see hope AND hopelessness in this chapter? 
 Why do you think that Curley is so intent on doing violence to Lennie?  Think 

about the past relationship between Curley and Lennie. 
 Why are the men so quick to give up on the Dream Ranch?  What does this 

tell you about their hopes? 
 Does the men’s hope help or hurt them in this chapter? 

 

During your study of Of Mice and Men, you’ll be required to keep a running set of structured notes.  Sometimes I will give 
you points to support with evidence and explanation, and sometimes you’ll need to generate the P.E.A. on your own. 

 
 – Inference or conclusions that you’ve 
made from considering evidence. 

 – Paraphrases/quotes from the text 
itself.  Must be cited by page number. 

 – Explain why the evidence supports 
your point. 

Curley’s wife (who isn’t given a name) is a victim of 
her own social status.  

 

 
 

Lennie is a danger to himself and to society. 
–or-  

Lennie is an innocent victim. 
  

Come up with a point of your own: 

  

Come up with a point of your own: 
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